Ochratoxicosis: prevention of developmental toxicity by L-methionine in rats.
L-Methionine was found to inhibit the developmental toxicity induced by ochratoxin A (OA) in pregnant female rats. The fetuses had significantly lower weights. Dams and fetuses treated with OA had visceral and skeletal anomalies, while combined treatment with L-methionine and OA showed no significant changes when compared to the control. Histopathological examinations revealed that OA caused alterations in liver, kidney and vagina of pregnant rats, whereas methionine supplementation provided partial protection for renal and liver tissue.